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December; he may be sure of his passage in a Bengal! or
Madras ship, or else to Bombay or Surat, and there find
occasions enough to pursue his voyage.
The violent heats common to this place in summer are
now upon decline, tho' still very uneasy and especially the
night, which often reminds us how much better we passed
them in the desart. The wind that brings extraordinary heat
to this place is that they call Sherigi1 or Southerly, and the
cool refreshing wind Shimal2 or Northwesterly wind; but
of this latter are nevertheless those pernicious blasts or gusts
in Arab Semeil3, which begin in July and last 40 days, the
danger whereof is well known about Bagdat and also in other
places, but here it seems they never reach, nor to any part
of the desart, because, they say, the river runs between,
which as they pass entirety prevents their mischief, and that
being upon the water is a certain security against them, tho'
going a very little way from it on that side from whence they
blow is attended with risque. Concerning which and how
fatal these blasts are frequently to travellers, a Bagdat
merchant assured me with instances to which he was an
eyewitness. One whereof was, being upon the river in the
season a Jew of the company, contrary to the persuasions
of his fellow travellers, who repeatedly cautioned him of the
hazard, walked up a small distance from the banks and in
less than half an hour was brought back suffocated. The other
instance he mentioned was a caravan that set out from Bagdat
for Mosul in this perillous season of the year, of which in
one day above one third were destroyed. These winds, he
told me, seldom did any harm within the said city, because
of the water about it, but few care to venture out that are
able by remaining within to avoid the danger.
The Arabs it seems are not so apprehensive of those
blasts, pretending, as I am assured, to perceive the ap-
proaching evil in time to guard against it by falling flat on
their faces and covering close till the danger is past; and
1  Sharqi: the south wind,
2  Shimal; the north wind.
3  Semail. Parsons gives a good description of this hot wind; op. dt. p. 93.
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